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REGULATORY AGENCY ACTION Ii I 
TAX PREPARER PROGRAM 
Administrator: Don Procida 
(916) 324-4977 
Enacted in 1973, abolished in 1982, 
and reenacted by SB 1453 (Presley) effect-
ive January 31, 1983, the Tax Preparer 
Program registers commercial tax prepar-
ers and tax interviewers in California. 
Registrants must be at least eighteen 
years old, have a high school diploma 
or pass an equivalency exam, have com-
pleted sixty hours of instruction in basic 
personal income tax law, theory and 
practice within the previous eighteen 
months or have at least two years' experi-
ence equivalent to that instruction. 
Twenty hours of continuing education 
are required each year. 
Prior to registration, tax preparers 
must deposit a bond or cash in the 
amount of $2,000 with the Department 
of Consumer Affairs. 
Members of the State Bar of Califor-
nia, accountants regulated by the state 
or federal government, and those author-
ized to practice before the Internal Rev-
enue Service are exempt from registration. 
An Administrator, appointed by the 
Governor and confirmed by the Senate, 
enforces the provisions of the Tax Pre-
parer Act. He/ she is assisted by a nine-
member State Preparer Advisory Com-
mittee which consists of three registrants, 
three persons exempt from registration, 
and three public members. All members 
are appointed to four-year terms. 
LEGISLATION: 
AB 861 (Jones) would provide for a 
staggered birthdate renewal program on 
a two-year basis for tax preparers and 
tax interviewers. Further, the bill would 
change the minimum hours of continuing 
education required for registration from 
twenty to forty hours and would increase 
the registration fee for tax preparers 
and tax interviewers from $50 to $100. 
At this writing, this bill is pending in the 
Assembly Committee on Governmental 
Efficiency and Consumer Protection. 
FUTURE MEETINGS: 
To be announced. 
BOARD OF EXAMINERS IN 
VETERINARY MEDICINE 
Executive Officer: Gary K. Hill 
(916) 920-7662 
The Board of Examiners in Veterin-
ary Medicine (BEVM) licenses all veterin-
arians, veterinary hospitals, animal health 
facilities, and animal health technicians 
(AHTs). All applicants for veterinary 
licenses are evaluated through a written 
and practical examination. The Board 
determines through its regulatory power 
the degree of discretion that veterin-
arians, animal health technicians, and 
unregistered assistants have in adminis-
tering animal health care. All veterinary 
medical, surgical, and dental facilities 
must be registered with the Board and 
must conform to minimum standards. 
These facilities may be inspected at any 
time, and their registration is subject to 
revocation or suspension if, following a 
proper hearing, a facility is deemed to 
have fallen short of these standards. 
The Board is comprised of six mem-
bers, including two public members. The 
Animal Health Technician Examining 
Committee consists of three licensed vet-
erinarians, one of whom must be in-
volved in AHT education, three public 
members and one AHT. 
MAJOR PROJECTS: 
Implementation of Citation and Fine 
Regulations. BEVM has started the 
process of implementing its citation and 
fine regulations, which were recently ap-
proved by the Office of Administrative 
Law (OAL). (See CRLR Vol. 9, No. I 
(Winter 1989) p. 66; Vol. 8, No. 4 (Fall 
1988) p. 76; and Vol. 8, No. 3 (Summer 
1988) p. 83 for background information.) 
The regulations establish a system of 
civil penalties for citations issued by the 
Board pursuant to Business and Profes-
sions Code section 4875.2. BEVM is 
establishing the procedures needed to 
implement these regulations and has re-
viewed several criteria which will be used 
to determine the applicability and amount 
of fines imposed, including the nature 
and severity of the violation, prior his-
tory of violations by the licensee, and 
the licensee's cooperation with the Board 
investigation. 
BEVM is compiling a brochure out-
lining the procedures that will be fol-
lowed when implementing these regula-
tions to provide its licensees with notice 
of these new procedures. 
OAL Approves AHT Regulations. 
Newly-approved sections 2068.5 and 
2068.6, Title 16 of the California Code 
of Regulations (CCR), establish eligibility 
requirements for experienced individuals 
who wish to sit for the AHT examination. 
(See CRLR Vol. 8, No. 4, (Fall 1988) p. 
76 for background information.) 
Section 2068.5 specifies a procedure 
whereby AHT applicants may take the 
examination if they possess a combina-
tion of coursework at a post-secondary 
education level and practical experience 
under strict supervision of a licensed 
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veterinarian. Section 2068.6 sets forth 
procedures that allow an AHT applicant 
who is licensed in another state and who 
possesses practical experience under the 
direct supervision of a licensed veterin-
arian to take the AHT exam. 
Rulemaking Proposed. BEVM has 
proposed a regulatory amendment which 
will change the current rule enabling 
applicants who are not graduates of a 
recognized veterinary college to sit for 
the state practical examination. Section 
4846.2 of the Business and Professions 
Code authorizes the Board to require an 
applicant who is not a graduate of a 
veterinary college recognized by the 
Board to complete a remedial training 
program. Section 2025, Title 16 of the 
CCR, specifies the requirements needed 
to obtain a certificate of completion for 
remedial training. The proposed amend-
ment to this section would require those 
applicants seeking the certification to ob-
tain a passing test score and successfully 
complete either a twelve-month internship 
at an accredited veterinary college or 
pass a clinical proficiency examination. 
BEVM has also proposed changes to 
its examination procedures. Section 4848 
of the Business and Professions Code 
provides that the licensing examinations 
shall consist of a written and practical 
examination. The Board's proposed amend-
ment to section 2014, Title 16 of the 
CCR, would provide that the written por-
tion of the examination shall consist of 
two sections and that an applicant will 
be deemed to have passed the examination 
if he/ she obtains a score of 75% or more 
on each section of the written examination 
and on the practical exam. Presently, 
the written exam contains only one section. 
BEVM has also proposed an amend-
ment to section 2015, Title 16 of the 
CCR, which would require all applicants 
to pass all sections of the licensing exam-
ination within a 63-month period. This 
amendment would also provide a proced-
ure to grant conditional exam credit to 
an applicant who has passed the Nation-
al Board Examination and/ or clinical 
competency test in another jurisdiction. 
The Board was scheduled to hold a 
public hearing regarding these proposed 
changes at its March meeting. 
LEGISLATION: 
SB 428 (Torres) would define and 
provide for the regulation and licensing 
of vicious and potentially dangerous 
dogs. Dogs determined to be vicious 
would be destroyed and this bill would 
impose a fine on the owner or keeper of 
the dog. This bill provides exceptions to 
the fines imposed for veterinarians, 
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